
Plasma Display Shopping Cheat Sheet

Before You Leave the House, Ask Yourself:

What do I want to watch?
If the answer is high-definition content, fast-paced sports or compelling movies, plasma displays are a good bet.
 
Where will I place my plasma display?
When you are looking for the focal point of your primary home entertainment system, consider a plasma display.  
Especially if you want it to be slender enough to hang on a wall.

How big is my space?
Plasma is the most versatile choice for your home.  It is slim and most are less than 100 pounds—light enough to 
fit in those harder-to-reach areas.  And the screen size makes viewing from a distance a theatrical experience.

What to Look For at the Store

Size
40-65" plasma displays are ideally suited for viewing high-definition content in a primary home theater. Plan to 
place your display no closer than the spot at which your eyes register picture instead of pixels, and no farther than 
the point at which you have to strain to see details.

Brightness
Brightness should be consistent from different angles.  Be sure to ask the salesperson whether the settings were 
adjusted for store display.  Try to see the TV you are considering in a lighting environment similar to your home.  

Sharpness
Lines and edges should be sharp and clean without trails or noise.  Make sure the sharpness holds up in dark or 
fast-moving scenes, and above all that the picture feels real.  

Color Accuracy
Colors should be true-to-life, not cartoon-like (unless you’re watching animation, of course!).  You should see 
detail and subtle gradations in the color.  

Details
See if you can look at the picture inside the picture.  Try to spot blades of grass, pens in shirt pockets, individual 
faces in a crowd.

Viewing Angle
Here’s the part where you get to look a little silly.  Go ahead: get down on the floor and look up at the picture.  View 
the image from each side.  Can you see well from every angle?  Do the colors or brightness shift? Plasma is more 
consistent from different horizontal and vertical angles, giving you more seating flexibility.

Black Level
Look for detail in darker scenes and a sharper contrast between black and white.  Richly detailed 
blacks help provide a fuller spectrum of color.

Fast-Moving Scenes
In fast-moving scenes, you should not see any messy lines or clouds of pixels.  The TV should let you 
follow the action without distraction.  
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Design
Now step back and picture this television in your own home—on and off.  Look for a slim, compact design.  Slim-
mer bezels help the picture stand out. The frame should fade into the background.

The Big Picture
Specifications are fine on paper, but let your eyes be the final judge.  Whatever content you like to view should look 
lifelike and almost three-dimensional on a high-quality plasma display.  

Manufacturer
A flat-screen display can be a major investment.  Choose a brand that has the history and commitment to deliver 
on its promises.  Make sure there are trained customer service representatives available to support your 
purchase.

What to Ask the Salesperson

The first thing you should do is talk with the salesperson about your particular needs.  What kind of set are you 
replacing?  What type of content do you like to watch, and how is it delivered?  What are your goals for this display 
over the next few years?  Are you looking for something to grow with you?  After you’ve established where you’re 
coming from and where you’re going, you can move into some more specifics like:

Suitability for HD
Ask whether the television you are considering is a high-definition television (receives and displays all HDTV 
resolutions), or just HD-ready? Check out the screen size, native resolution and connectivity.  To view true high 
definition, the resolution must be at least 720p (progressive) or 1080i (interlaced).

Energy Efficiency
Plasma technology is extremely power-efficient and quiet, generally consuming less power than your hairdryer.  

Longevity
Will you need to replace anything on the TV?  Remember that today’s plasma televisions can last around 60,000 
hours,* based on laboratory testing. 
 
Versatility 
Consider what else you might want to use this plasma television for.  Some plasma displays enable multiple 
applications such as digital photo viewing, video games and home movies.  And it’s important to ensure your TV 
can accommodate the necessary connections to allow for various needs now and well into the future.  
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*60,000 hours (20 years at 8 hours per day) is an approximate time for the display panel to reach half of its original luminescence. 
This approximation may vary depending on source and type of content, settings, environment and use. This approximation does 
not provide or imply any warranty beyond the manufacturer's standard limited warranty.


